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SPROCKET

COMMISSIONED BY AKROPOLIS REED QUINTET WITH SUPPORT FROM THE
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS AND NEW MUSIC USA

Sprocket was composed in collaboration with metal working artist Juan
Martinez. The original version utilizes a rideable percussion tricycle that he
created specifically for this project. However, this version is designed to be
performed on instruments and objects that are more readily available.
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This part was originally written for a car suspension spring, but another large resonant metal
object would work. For maximum resonance, the spring should be suspended or set on a couple of
small foam pads.

Metal mixing bowls
My favorite musical instrument. The cheaper and flimsier, the better. Their exact pitch doesn’t
matter and they are played both rim-up and rim-down.

Cardboard kick drum
I'm looking for a nice sort of janky thud here. A cardboard box or plastic tub with a kick pedal
should work pretty well.

Wood plank
I'd like something with a clear attack, but less clarity than a wood block. Additionally, some kind
of jangle would be good. Perhaps coins loosely taped to the surface.

Melodica
Your melodica may or may not have the exact range specified, but that’s ok. You can play the
specified pitches in any octave and clusters are all relative.



Low C harmonic gliss

This effect is achieved by applying
slight pressure to the reed and

adjusting the shape of the oral 34 easeseese”
cavity so that partials above the 59 2 = e

fingered fundamental pitch are {S’ —— .,.-"‘

produced, generating an ascending _;'.°°

moan/scream. The dotted line p——mf ———pp

indicates a general contour of
movement through the harmonic series, but the player can treat this as loose
guideline and can take liberties with the rate of ascent and pitch level.
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